(2.148 A for nickel(II) and primary nitrogens, and 2.086 Â for nickel(II) and secondary nitrogen atoms) are comparable to those in the complexes we reported previously [3, 4] . The nickel(II) atom has a greatly distorted octahedral environment with NI, N3, N4 and N6 (the four primary nitrogen atoms) constituting the equatorial plane and the two secondary nitrogen atoms (N2 and N5) occupying the two axial positions. One (ZN5-NÌ-N2 = 178.72 (8) 
Source of material
An alcohol solution (5 ml) of dien (2 mmol, 206 mg) was added to an aqua-alcohol solution (1:1 v/v, 5 ml) of Ni(NÛ3)2 · 6H2O (1 mmol, 291 mg). The resulting purple solution was stood still in air to evaporate about half of the solvents. Large blue prism crystals of CsifeeNiNsOô were collected by filtration, washed with alcohol and dried with CaCk in vacuum (yield 35%). Analysis: found: C, 24.28%; H, 6.90%; N, 28.35%; calc. for CsHzeNiNgOe: C, 24.70%; H, 6.74%; N, 28.80%).
Discussion
Since nickel is present in the active sites of several important classes of metalloproteins, and its potent application in the design and construction of new magnetic materials, study on nickel complexes is of great interest in various aspects of chemistry [1] [2] [3] [4] . Molecular magnetism is one of the most active fields in modern inorganic chemistry, and materials exhibiting different magnetic properties have been the focus of many contemporary experimental and theoretical studies. A mononuclear nickel(II) complex with diethylenetriamine is reported here. The crystal structure of the title complex shows that it comprises of a discrete mononuclear [Ni(dien)2]
2+ cation and two nitrate anions.
In each cation, the nickel(II) atom is coordinated by six nitrogen atoms from two dien molecules. The average Ni-Ν bond distances 
